
Biscayne Bay Pilots
Shipboard COVID-19 Protocol

In order to mitigate the threat of transmission of COVID-19 to harbor pilots, 
please adhere to the following preventive measures.   

Vessels will be required to inform the pilots with answers to the following questions when requesting and 
again when confirming a pilot:

1. Does the vessel have anyone on board exhibiting flu-like symptoms (coughing, sneezing, fatigue, etc) or who 
is known or suspected to be infected by the COVID-19 virus?

2. Are you aware of anyone previously aboard the vessel who is known or suspected to be infected by the 
COVID-19 virus after leaving the vessel?

3. Please provide a list of all ports visited by the vessel in the past 14 days including the dates visited. 

Precautions while the pilot is aboard:

1. Only essential personnel wearing a mask will be allowed on the bridge while a pilot is onboard.

2. In the hour prior to pilot boarding, wipe down the bridge equipment with a 5% solution of bleach water 
including the radar and ECDIS controls, the VHF radios, helm and machinery controls, etc. (essentially, any 
surface that the pilot might be anticipated to touch)

3. With a 5% solution of bleach water, wipe down the inside of any elevator that the pilot will be anticipated to 
occupy and wipe down any hand railings of any staircase that the pilot will be anticipated to use. 

3. Anyone entering bridge must thoroughly wash their hands immediately prior to entering the bridge and again 
after they touch their face. Hand soap and paper towels must be available in the bridge head for this purpose.

4. Everyone aboard shall maintain a minimum two (2) meter security zone around the pilot at all times.

5. A one-person escort will be provided for the pilot to and from the bridge following a path of minimum 
exposure to anyone on board. Additionally, only the pilot and the escort will be permitted in the elevator to and 
from the bridge.

6. All crew members shall be notified ahead of time to keep a safe two (2) meter distance from the pilot when 
they encounter the pilot in the passageways.

7. If the vessel has the capability, the pilot may request that the bridge wing doors be kept open for fresh air 
ventilation during the transit. 
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